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Why Doesn’t Yosef Phone Home?

|. The Problem:
an 719 N'wxIa |"an
X7 'K ,0'I¥N2 71TA WY N T T'RO A'DIEDTN DM DNIXNA 901 TAYY INK NINN7 w1
NIY 1700 N'D17'N1,0'M WY [NANY7 QNP DX D L,nNA71 W' TIN 1'AX7 TNX ANd N7v
AN 2N 1T IW9 [I'T9 121, 1'AN TIA27 W' TINT 'IN) N'n
“How is it that Joseph, after living many years in Egypt, having attained a high and influential

position in the house of an important Egyptian official, did not send his father even one
message to inform him (that he was alive) and comfort him? Egypt is only six days’ travel
from Hebron, and respect for his father would have justified even a year’s journey!

II. A Classical Approach: The Ramban

an 719 N'URIA
2INNDN X7 01 I'NR NI 901' 1)'1 (D)

YIRN NINY DX NIXY? DNX 072701 DN7R 0K 0NY 070 YWR DIN7Nn DX o1t 1o (V)
:DNXA

8 And Yosef recognized his brothers, but they did not recognize him. 9 And Yosef
remembered the dreams which he dreamed of them, and he said to them: 'You are spies; to
see the nakedness of the land you have come!'

e What does Yosef remember upon encountering his brothers?
e How does Yosef’s reaction surprise us? What does it teach us?
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How does Rashi interpret Yosef’s reaction?

Does this interpretation address our question in any way?
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e What is the Ramban’s dispute with Rashi?
e How does the Ramban answer our question?
e What objections might be raised to the Ramban’s approach?

Il. Two Contemporary Approaches
A. Rav Yoel Bin Nun- Fear of a Father’s Complicity

e What do we know about Ya’akov-that Yosef does not know?

e How might Yosef’s lack of knowledge have affected his actions (or inaction)
e When does Yosef realize the truth?

e How do we relate to Rav Bin -Nun’s revolutionary suggestion?

B. Rav Ya’akov Medan-The Path Towards Repentance

e An overall approach-tying in to classical positions...
e Again, what objections might be raised?
e Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch’s additional layer of explanation

[ll. An Alternate Approach - The Truth of Yosef’s Position
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37 And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of all his servants. 38 And

Pharaoh said unto his servants: “Can we find another like him, a man in whom is the spirit of

God?” 39 And Pharaoh said unto Yosef: “Since God hath shown you all this, there is none as
discerning and wise as you...”

e What might be the political motivations of Pharaoh’s exclamation?
e What is Yosef’s position at this point?
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32 And they served him separately, and them separately, and the Egyptians, that did eat

with him, separately; because the Egyptians could not bear to eat with the Hebrews; it being

loathsome to the Egyptians.

e With whom exactly won’t the Egyptians eat?
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16 And the report was heard in Pharaoh's house, saying: “Yosef's brothers have come”; and

it was pleasing in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants.

e Why was the news pleasing “in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his servants”?
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This was good in the eyes of Pharaoh...For it was a disgrace to them to be ruled by a

stranger, a servant [of whom it is said], out of prison he came forth to be king. and now
when his honorable brothers came to him, and it became known that Joseph was worthy to
stand before kings. They all rejoiced in the matter.
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This was good in the eyes of Pharaoh: He reasoned that Yosef would no longer rule as an

alien ruler, but as a citizen ruler.
With his family and progeny living in the land, he would have more of a stake in the
country’s welfare and would perform his duties more diligently.

e What is the unifying feature between the Ramban’s and the Sforno’s approach?
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29 And the time approached for Israel to die; and he called his son Yosef, and said to him:
“Please, if | have found favor in your eyes, please place your hand under my thigh, and deal
kindly and truly with me; please do not bury me in Egypt. 30 And | will lie down with my

fathers and you will transport me out of Egypt, and bury me in their burying-place. “And he
said: 'l will personally do as you have said.” 31 And he said: 'Swear to me.' And he swore to

him. And Israel bowed down upon the head of the bed.
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29 And he charged them, and said to them: “I shall be gathered to my people; bury me with

my fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hittite, 30 in the cave that is in the

field of Machpelah, which faces Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abraham bought with
the field from Ephron the Hittite as a burial a state. 31 There they buried Avraham and Sara
his wife; there they buried Yitzchak and Rivka his wife; and there | buried Leah. 32 purchase

of the field and the cave within it was from the sons of Heth” 33 And when Ya’akov finished
charging his sons, he drew his feet onto the bed, and expired, and was gathered unto his
people.
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4 And when the days of weeping for him were past, Yosef spoke to Pharaoh’s household,

saying: 'If now | have found favor in your eyes, speak, please, in the ears of Pharaoh,
saying: 5 My father made me swear, saying: behold, | am about to die; in my grave which |

have hewn for myself in the land of Canaan, there you are to bury me. Now | will go up if
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you please, and bury my father, and | will return.' 6 And Pharaoh said: 'Go up, and bury thy
father, as he made you swear.' 7 And Yosef went up to bury his father; and with him went
up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his house, and all the elders of the land of
Egypt, 8 and all the house of Yosef, and his brothers, and his father's house; only their young
children, and their flocks, and their herds, did they leave in the land of Goshen. 9 And there
went up with him both chariots and horsemen; and it was a very great company.

e Why doesn’t Yosef approach Pharaoh directly?

e What does Yosef emphasize in his approach to Pharaoh? What does he leave out?
Why?
e How does Pharaoh respond?

IV. Does Yosef Recognize the Limitations and Cost of his own Success?
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Then Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s household, “I will go up and tell the
news to Pharaoh, and say to him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who were in the
land of Canaan, have come to me.
The men are shepherds; they have always been breeders of livestock, and they have
brought with them their flocks and herds and all that is theirs.’
So when Pharaoh summons you and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’
you shall answer, ‘Your servants have been breeders of livestock from the start until now,
both we and our fathers’—so that you may stay in the region of Goshen. For all shepherds
are abhorrent to Egyptians.”

V. A Sobering Final Note: Yosef’s Aloneness

e O0OI' NINXY
e YINl D'5SX



